Texas Association Against Sexual Assault

GREEN RIBBON WEEK
O3AU 91 OO0 0 %!

\

\_ /

April 12 -16, 2010
ACTION GUIDE




Green Ribbon WeekAction Guide
Say Your PEACE

Green Ribbon Week, part of TAASA's Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month
(SAAPM) activities since 1999, is specifically targeted to increase awareness of the
prevalence of sexual violence on school campuses statewide and to promote respect
and equality in the lives of youth. This year Green Ribbon Week will take place April 12 -
April 16,2010. The week is an opportunity for rape crisis centers and schools to
organize educational programming and events in their schools and communities that
give youth the opportunity the examine and address the root causes of sexual violence.

Sexual violence is an issue that many youth are impacted by and one that communities
are hesitant to talk about. Community and youth groups have significantly increased
awareness of sexual assault, but many young people still lack understanding of the
dynamics of sexual violence. The Green Ribbon Week Action Guide is designed to
provide rape crisis centers with tools to:

1. Help you plan and implement local efforts to raise awareness about sexual
violence

2. Identify youth leaders and support their efforts to end sexual violence

Take action to promote healthy relationships among youth

4. Build a foundation for sponsoring a Texas PEACE (Peer Educators Acting for
Change and Equality) Project * youth group in your area.
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The theme for Green Ribbon Week is Say Your PEACE.
These words are meant to inspire youth to create social

OEveryone thinks of change. Oppression is at the root of most, if not all, forms

changing the world, but of violence, including sexual violence. If an individual or a

QERCRERGINICRIRAEGPIGE  group of people are thought of as somehow “less than”

UNRUERCRIR B BCRE o ncthe: group, it becomes easier to justify disrespect
toward and violence against them. Oppression and
violence can be overcome by inspiring individuals to act
for equality and respect for all people and groups. Each
|nd|V|duaI can make a personal commitment to end oppression and to promote respect
and equality among their friends and peers.

-Count Leo Tolstoy

Green Ribbon Week is about addressing sexual violence - talking about its prevalence
and warning signs and the services available for victims. It is also a chance to start
conversations about why it is so pervasive and what youth can do to challenge it by
promoting equality and respect in their schools. Each individual has the power and
responsibility to speak out against sexual violence and take action to end oppression.
Thank you for the time you are dedicating to addressing sexual violence and for your
willingness to take action.




