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MAYOR WYNN PROCLAIMS JUNE 9 ™ GIRL EMPOWERMENT DAY

At 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday June 5 representatives of Arte Sana and other
community partners received Austin’s First Girl Empowerment Day proclamation.
The proclamation is being issued to coincide with Central Texas's first Girl
Empowerment Festival / Festival para Chicas Lideres. This innovative event for
girls and young women, aged 11-22 will be held Saturday, June 9, at the
University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work.

This free event includes a variety of empowering workshops by national, state
and local agencies that address issues such as body image, dating violence,
sexual assault, embracing cultural identity and differences, teen pregnancy, and
much more. Arte Sana (art heals) is organizing this event on behalf of women
and girls in partnership with Austin/Travis County Health and Human Services
Department, Girl Scouts-Lone Star Council, Latinitas, LifeWorks, SafePlace,
Texas Advocacy Project and Texas Association Against Sexual Assault.

Young girls face dating violence and sexual abuse at an alarming rate. A study
from the Journal of the American Medical Association found that 1 in 5 female
high school students report being physically and/or sexually abused by a dating
partner. According to a 2002 study by the University of Texas, the majority of
rape victims are under the age of 18. According to a survey conducted by the
Texas Council on Family Violence more than 27% of young Texans report being
physically assaulted while dating. It is imperative to equip young women with
information and awareness to address these problems.

Arte Sana (art heals) is a nationally recognized Latina training and advocacy
organization dedicated to helping bridge the gaps in services for underserved
survivors of sexual and intimate partner violence. Founded in 2001, Arte Sana
promotes healing and empowerment through the arts, community education, and
professional training.
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