WhyMight VictimsNot Report?

Manyfactorsnaydiscouragsexuaassaulvictims/survivdremreportingr seekin@idfromlawenforcementinderstanditigepotentiabarrierso utilizinghecrimingusticesys
temis likelyto makdawenforcementoreresponsivi allcrimevictims.

Languag

Asoursocietyvolvesa moreethnicallyacially
andculturallgiversgopulatioamergeslheneed
forbilinguadtaf andqualifiechterpreteris being
feltbyallagenciethatstriveto bettesservetheir
communitinterpretenshohavebeertrainen
sexuabssaultssuesarethemosteffectivenethod

of communicatimgthnon-Englisspeakingictims.

Age Groups

Seniors:
Seniosurvivorsfsexuahbusemaythinkdaw
enforcememtoulchevebelievesomeonéheirage
wouldeatargeforsexuabbuse.

Itis helpfuforlawenforcement touchuporthe
possibilitgf sexuabssaultalongwvithotheitypesof

victimizatiairectectthisagegroup.

Adolescents:
Becausefassumetkgalorparentatonse
guencesadolescentictimsvhopreviouslgor
sumedhlcohobrillegabubstancesayfearreport
ingtheassault.

Itisimportarforlawenforcemeireassuréeens
thatdespitenylpoorchoicesconsenis stillneces
sarybeforesexuahctivitys legallt mayalsobe
helpfuto oferteensyoursupponivhertheytalkto
angryordisapprovirngarents.

Gender

Sexuahssaulbf malescontinues beunderre
portebecausefthestigmaassociatediththis
crimeTheviolentrime®frapeandsexuahssault
areminimizedherpeopldelievéreal'menare
neveraped.

Harmfusex-rolstereotypebatcreatenarrow
definitionsfmasculinityjakat particularly
dificulformalesurvivorsfsexuahssaultoreport
andseekhelp.

SexuaDrienttion

Gaybisexuatransexuandlesbiarsurvivors
frequentlwillnotreporainassauloutofconcern
thattheirsexuabrientatiomathethanthecrime,
willbecoméehefocus.

Physicahjuriebeyondherapeitselimaybesuf
feredbysurvivorsfa hate-motivatedtackin
seekingervicesrhelp thesesurvivorsmaynot
disclos¢hesexuabssaulandonlyreporthe
physicahssault.

Survivorsrhohavenot'comeout'mayfearthat
reportingndcooperating prosecutiomaylead
todisclosurefhis/helifestyle.

Lawenforcemenficialsshouldocusonthecrime
andreassuré¢hevictinthatit is nottheirfault.

Physicalor MengalAbilities

Personsvithdisabilitiesiaybe:
¥ Lessabletoarticulatéheabuse

¥ Unableodifferentiateetweemppropriat@nd
inappropriagghysicatontactwhetheit be
violenbrsexual

¥ Atincreasedskforabusebecausef
dependenaanotherdorassistancercare

¥ Reluctartbreporinstancesfabuseoutoffear
oflosingheirvitallinkageo majorcareproviders
orhard-earndddependence

¥ Considerel@sscrediblehanthenon-disabled
personfandwhertheyreporaibuse

Peoplavithdisabilitiearetargetedorvictimizaticat
amuchhigheratethanthegenergbopulationt is
importarto be patienandproactivevherservinghis
populatio’ positivavorkingelationshiwithservice
providerandadvocacgroupsorpeoplavithdisabii
tieswillincreasgouvisibilitgndpromoteoopera
tionwithyourdepartment.

Residencf@atus

Possibléarriersorimmigrargurvivorgclude:
¥ Distrustfthecriminglusticesystem

¥ Fearofdeportatioipyaltyfo theirown
culturagiroupshamertaboo

¥ Conceptiorafprivacy

Forfearofbeingdeportednanymmigrantsilinot
seekassistanct#hrougisociakervicegrovidersr
reportheirvictimizatiailo lawenforcemerftorsome,
theculturashameand/onegativeerceptioaflaw
enforcmems whatkkeepghemaway



CommunityRelations

Somepolicedepartmentdespiteheirbestefforts,
areexperiencirgjrainedelationshipsithircertain
segmenteftheirrcommunitfhisproblenmaybe
attributetb oneexplosivencidenor perhapgvena
long-standirfgstorpf mutuatlistrustWhatevehe
causeitis helpfutoexaminéhebarrierso a healthy
linkagetweenourdepartmerindthepopulations
youserve.

Policedepartmenthouldvorkcloselyithneighber
hoodassociationsivicorganizationgysines
groupschurchesgndindividual® identifcommuni
tyissuesindfacilitatserviceso addresshese
issuesTheessencefcommunityelationss
determininghatcitizengxpectromtheirpolice
departmerindworkingogetheasa community
towarccommogoals.

TexasAssociatiomPAgainstSeual
AssaulfTraining Opportunities

TAASArovidesrainingicrossiexasforlawenforce
menthrouglsmalbne-dayrainingandmulti-day
conference$CLEOSEreditareprovided.

Formorenformatioon Trainindopicsavailableyisit
wwwtaasa.orgrcall512-474-7190.

Resouces

NationaCenteforVictim®fCrime
Anationahdvocacgndresourceentefor
victim®fcrimeandcrimevictinservicgroviders.
202-467-8700

WWWNCVC.org

CommunitRelationServiceUnitedstates
Departmeinf Justic§ CRS)
TheCommunitRelationServicavasestablisheid
prevenbrresolveommunityonflictendtensions
arisingromactionspoliciesandpracticeperceivetb
bediscriminatoonthebasisofrace coloyornational
originSouthwedfkegionaDffice

214-655-8175

wwwsdoj.gov/crs

PoliceExecutivResearckorum

PERHs a nationahssociatioof policeexecutiveded
icatedoimprovingoliceservicesPERFoffersa cut
turaltrainingurriculurforlawenforcemethatpro
motesinderstandiramndreducesensionetweenif
ferengroups.

202-466-7820

wwwpoliceforum.org

6200 La Calma
Suite 110
Austin, Texas 78752

The of sexualiolencsurvivors Texas.

National Sexual Assault Hotline




