Sample Letter

Date

Dear (Principal, Counselor, or Communities in Schools Coordinator):

Texas Governor Rick Perry has proclaimed the month of April Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month.  There are tens of thousands of teenage survivors of sexual violence across the state of Texas whose voices need to be heard.  There are tens of thousands more whose lives could be impacted by sexual violence, even if they are not a direct victim.  Green Ribbon Week is an opportunity for youth to raise awareness about this issue and talk about how they can take action to end sexual violence.  The theme for Green Ribbon Week 2008 is Taking Action for Equality and the goal is to promote dignity and respect in all youth relationships.  

Reports of peer-to-peer sexual harassment among middle school and high school students are increasing and peer-to-peer sexual harassment often occurs openly in schools, in front of school personnel and other students (Hostile Hallways, American Association of University Women Educational Foundation, 2001).  In addition, over half of all victims of rape are under the age of 18 (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2001).  Sexual harassment and other forms of sexual violence are issues of school safety and should be addressed accordingly in order to respond to the negative impact they can have on students’ academic performance, self-esteem and other aspects of their lives.

Green Ribbon Week, March 31 – April 4, offers schools the opportunity to promote safe and healthy school environments by raising awareness of the issue of sexual violence and starting discussions about the root causes of it, such as inequality and the belief in rigid gender role stereotypes.  Most importantly, Green Ribbon Week is a chance to talk to youth about how they can take action to promote respect and equality and for students to practice these skills.  Youth taking a stand against sexual violence in their school can have a dramatic and positive impact on the overall school environment. 

The Texas Association Against Sexual Assault has developed a variety of activities that can be implemented both in individual classrooms and school-wide during the course of Green Ribbon Week.  The (name of your organization, agency or volunteer) is available to help with the implementation of some or all of these activities.  By partnering with (name of your organization, agency or volunteer) during Green Ribbon Week, you can be a part of the statewide effort to generate more awareness about the prevalence of sexual violence among teens.  By participating, you will be taking action for equality and helping create safer schools and communities in Texas.  I look forward to working with you to educate students about sexual violence.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Your Name

