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Conference Presenters and Workshop Descriptions

Monday - February 27, 2012

Presenter:

Lyndel Williams

Lyndel Williams has served as the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault's (TAASA) Training
Director since 2001. He received his B.A. in Psychology from Nicholls State University and has spent
over 16 years working with the Criminal Justice systems of both Texas and Louisiana. Lyndel has
completed the National College of District Attorneys Prosecution of Sexual Assault course. He is a
member of the International Law Enforcement Trainers and Educators Association and a certified
TCLEOSE instructor. He is also a Consultant for the Department of Justice, Office for Victims of
Crime, Training and Technical Assistance Center. He has trained at many National and State
Conferences on sexual assault related topics. Most recently Lyndel was appointed by Texas
Governor Rick Perry to the Governor's Criminal Justice Advisory Council.

Workshop:

Presenter:

The Psychology of Stalking Crimes - Parts 1&2

Stalking is a growing concern in the United States, not only for the victims of stalking, but also for
law enforcement that are tasked to investigate these cases. Because stalking is a difficult crime to
pinpoint, learning about how a stalker thinks and acts is useful in identifying, investigating and
prosecuting these cases. Understanding the different types of stalkers, Texas stalking laws and what
a victim can do to protect themselves is included in this presentation.

Peggy Helton

Peggy Helton joined the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) in 2006 as the Primary Prevention
Specialist. As such, Peggy's responsibilities include planning, developing, and implementing the
sexual assault primary prevention program within the Crime Victim Services Division. Additionally,
Peggy provides technical assistance to local sexual assault programs and statewide organizations
that receive Rape Prevention and Education and Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant
funding through the OAG. Prior to coming to the OAG, Peggy worked with victims/survivors of
sexual assault and domestic violence and in program and community development for more than a
decade. Peggy holds a Bachelor's Degree of Science in Psychology from the University of Houston
and a Masters of Public Administration with a concentration in Legal and Judicial Administration
from Texas State University.

Workshop:

Program Evaluation for Primary Prevention - Where Do We Go From Here?

This interactive workshop will provide vital information on program evaluation of
strategies/activities for the primary prevention of sexual violence. Additionally participants will gain
information on measurable outcomes for goals identified in Preventing Sexual Violence in Texas, A
Primary Prevention Approach. Finally analyzing and interpreting data will be discussed.




Presenter: | Sonja Eddleman

Sonja Eddleman is the Clinical Coordinator of the CARE Team at Driscoll Children's Hospital and the
Adult SANE program at DRMC in Corpus Christi. She is also the coordinator for the CAART at VBMC
in Harlingen. Her experience includes the development, implementation and continuing
improvement of all 3 diverse teams. The program at DCH was the first in Texas to provide 24 hour
comprehensive medical forensic response for concerns of all types of abuse. The CARE Team is
recognized by the State as one of only 8 designated Centers of Excellence for caring for suspected
victims of child abuse.

Workshop: | Documentation to carry you from the bedside to the courtroom, Part 1 - The Medical History

The medical history from any patient is paramount in providing care. In child sexual abuse, it has
been published that: The history from the child remains the single most diagnostic feature in
coming to the conclusion that child has been sexually abused.' Forensic healthcare workers need to
be cognizant of the differences between the medical history and the forensic interview of a child.
The history provides the medical forensic examiner to evaluate, plan and provide the patient's
immediate treatment as well as planning for further needs.

Documentation to carry you from the bedside to the courtroom, Part 2 - Cutaneous Injuries

Cutaneous Injuries In the medical community it is often said.'lf it isn't written, it wasn't done'. For
patients being evaluated for suspicion of abuse, the accurate documentation of injuries can be
instrumental in helping to determine the mechanism of injury and provide directed medical care. In
the medical forensic field , we are ever conscience that our last interaction with our patient may be
in a legal setting. It is imperative that the injuries we noted while examining the patient months
possibly even years previously were documented accurately as they will not be visible at the time of
trial.

Presenter: Denise Gonzalez-Walker

Denise Gonzalez-Walker has over eight years experience doing prevention-oriented public health
work in community settings. She previously led an evidence-based children’s injury prevention
program based at Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center in Seattle, Washington, and
served as project manager on a federally-funded pilot program to engage Child Death Review
teams around prevention-focused work. Denise has a Master of Arts from the University of
Washington.

Workshop: | I Didn't Wanna Have a Baby: Sexual Coercion and its Reproductive Consequences for Women

Sexual violence impacts all areas of women'’s lives. This workshop will focus specifically on sexual
and reproductive coercion and the role it plays in women’s reproductive health. With this
knowledge, advocates can play a key role in raising health care providers’ awareness of sexual and
reproductive coercion and its impact on women'’s health outcomes. By working with providers, we
can develop a coordinated, comprehensive response to sexual coercion in our communities.

Presenter: D'An Anders

D'An Anders is a veteran of the domestic violence and crime victim’s rights movements, currently
serving as the Technical Advocate for Texas Advocacy Project in Austin. Ms. Anders has a B.S. and
M.A. from the University of Texas at Tyler, and has worked in diverse victim services arenas. Ms.




Anders has extensive experience working with victims of domestic violence throughout Texas. Ms.
Anders presents at conferences and trainings to prosecutors, judges, advocates and law
enforcement.

Workshop: | The Art of Non-Attorney Legal Advocacy

Navigating the justice system can be overwhelming even for the most tenured criminal justice
professional but imagine being a victim of sexual violence whose introduction to the 'system,’
generally, is abrupt and fearful. Unfortunately, access to legal relief for victims of sexual violence
across Texas is uneven, especially in rural areas, because of limited legal resources. This workshop
will provide examples and the importance of non-attorney legal advocacy to help empower clients
to help themselves and increase access to justice for victims of domestic violence.

Presenter: Ava Sharifian

Ava Sharifian joined SAHELI in March of 2010 as a Community Resource Ambassador for SAHELI for
the Middle Eastern community and later in June of that year became the Community Liaison. She
manages the community education program, creates educational and prevention materials,
oversees presentations and booths for events and serves as a liaison to the different Asian ethnic
communities in Austin.

Ava holds a master’s degree in Counseling and Psychology and became a licensed profession
counselorin 2002.

Workshop: | Barriers and Remedies for Asian Immigrant Survivors

We will introduce SAHELI and the services we provide. We will discuss the statistics of the Asian
population. We will discuss the cultural dynamics within the Asian community and how these
norms can often times be barriers to seeking help. We will also discuss the remedies available for
immigrants.

Presenter: Monica Gutierrez

Monica Gutierrez isa Community Education Specialist for The Women’s Center of Tarrant County
within the Rape Crisis & Victim Services department. Her journey at the center began six years ago
as a sexual assault advocate and she has held positions as a Crisis Interventionist and a Program
Support Specialist. Her recent focus, in addition to Risk Reduction, has been Primary Prevention with
a concentration in the Latino community. She is passionate about advocacy and communicates that
in her presentations.

Workshop: | Moving Towards Cultural Competency

This workshop will increase the attendee's knowledge of understanding the benefits of
multicultural awareness. The process of cultural competency does not mean learning as many
'characteristics' as possible about every culture. It is not a one-time, finite achievement; it is a
process that is applied to ensure impartiality in the analysis of the facts and circumstances of each
client. Upon completion of this workshop, attendee's will be able to increase their overall quality of
service and outcomes.




Presenter: Carlos G. Salinas

Before returning to his home state of Texas, Carlos earned his B.S. in International Business at
Georgetown University and J.D. at the University of Texas. While in college and law school, Carlos
assisted victims of domestic violence at various agencies, including the San Francisco and Travis
County District Attorney's Offices, Texas Advocacy Project, and Ayuda, Inc. After graduation, he and
his wife, Amy, moved to the San Francisco Bay Area where he worked for three years as a staff
attorney at a domestic violence agency called CORA. His main responsibility was the litigation of
Domestic Violence Protective Orders. Carlos later worked at Knapp and Viola, P.C. as a family law
attorney in San Mateo, California while he sat on the Board of Directors of CORA and served as a
mentor attorney for the Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County's Pro Bono Panel. Carlos is actively
engaged as a faculty member of the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence to help facilitate
trainings on best practices for family law attorneys who serve survivors of domestic violence and
sexual assault. He also contributes time as a member of the Board of Directors of Save Our Springs
Alliance, a nonprofit dedicated to the protection of the Edwards Aquifer and the preservation of
Barton Springs.

Workshop: | Advocating for Survivor Safety: Protective Orders

The 2011 Legislature overhauled the existing protective order regime. They did so by making the
Sexual Assault Protective Order attainable to survivors, creating permanent Family Violence
Protective Orders, and creating new protective orders to protect victims of stalking and trafficking.
This presentation seeks to update participants on how these protective orders have been
implemented, and provide tips on how to advocate effectively for their effective use in your
community.

Presenter: Yolanda Valenzuela

Yolanda Valenzuela is a Licensed Professional Counselor. She obtained her Master of Science in
Counseling Psychology from Our Lady of the Lake University. She has worked at Roy Maas' Youth
Alternatives providing services to youth survivors of abuse and neglect and their families. She was
also formerly employed by the DAPA Center, starting as therapist and working her way up to facility
director. There, she provided counseling to dually diagnosed individuals working through past
trauma and chemical dependency. She began her work with Rape Crisis Center in June of 2011 and
excited about her return to collaborating in the healing of her clients in an individual and family
counseling setting.

Workshop: | Supporting the supporters: Mothers of sexually abused children

The aim of this workshop is to illustrate how mothers can play a fundamental role in their child's
healing after surviving a sexual assault. Non-offending parents' responses to the abuse can protect
children from developing chronic trauma related symptoms. We will review the various factors
influencing mother's responses, how these responses affect the healing process of their child, and
how we can best help them both as important support systems for their children as well as
secondary victims to the assault.

Presenter: Genarose Pena

I have worked with the Corpus Christi Police Department's Family Violence Unit as a Victim Case
Manager for 5 1/2 years. | have a Bachelors degree in Criminal Justice and Psychology and currently
studying for my Masters degree in Criminology. Our division handles over 4,000 cases of Domestic




Violence offenses and over 500 cases of Sexual Assault, annually. | have been certified by the Texas
Municipal Police Association as a Sexual Assault Family Violence Instructor, by the Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center as a Domestic Violence Instructor and has attended many other
national trainings for continuing education purposes.

Workshop:

Presenter:

Sexual Assault Prevention and Response.

The goals of this curriculum are to provide a comprehensive training program that emphasizes
professional investigations, providing sensitive care to victims and cooperation with community
resources. This curriculum will provide an understanding of the subject of prevention and response
in regards to the different types of Sexual Assault, including, Intimate Partner Sexual Violence, Drug
Facilitated Sexual Assault and Date Rape.

Wende Hilsenrod

Wende began her career doing developmental screening and assessments with medically fragile
children. In 1993 she became SafePlace's Advocate on The Family Violence Protection Team in
Austin, which led her into working with victims of violence. Her areas of expertise include:
underserved populations, chemical dependency issues and sexual assault, communications, and
Human Trafficking. Wende holds a B.S.in Communications Sciences and Disorders, and a B.S. in
Psychology from the University of Texas-Austin and a M.A. in Human Services from St. Edwards
University in Austin. She is a drug and alcohol counselor, a trained community mediator and a
certified TCLEOSE instructor.

Workshop:

Working with Addicted Survivors of Sexual Assault

A survivor of sexual assault with chemical dependency issues (whether pasted or present) can be
confused by the very different dynamics of the 12 Step Program and counseling. This workshop
looks at the competing philosophies and suggests ways of working with survivors that are victim
focused.

Presenter: | Jennifer McLaughlin
Ms McLaughlin's experience includes eleven years of service in the sexual assault and domestic
violence field, including working as a Batterer's Psycho Educational Group Leader and as adjunct
faculty at Oklahoma State University-OKC. In 2010 she was honored with a Governor's
Commendation for her work on behalf of sexual assault victims.

Workshop: | What Your Clients Wish You Knew About Rape
This workshop is designed for those working with client populations who have been effected by
sexual trauma yet do not see this as an issue when they seek treatment for other issues. The
workshop will feature discussion on the mindset of a victim, common mistakes when working with
this population as well as teaching tools and journal assignments to help the client work through
sexual trauma.

Tuesday - February 28", 2012
Presenter: Kirsten McDermott




M.A. Cross Cultural Studies Children at Risk Worked with children at risk for 6 years including 2 years
with Children of the Night working with Domestic Sex Trafficking.

Workshop: | Domestic Sex Trafficking

This workshop will give an overview of domestic sex trafficking, with a focus on working with
domestic minor survivors. The presenter will be talking about such topics as at-risk youth and how
youth are recruited, the corrections system, the street culture, pimps and their game, and what it
means to leave “the life”, and the healing that begins afterwards.

Presenter: Chris Kaiser

TAASA's staff attorney, Chris offers technical legal assistance and information to sexual assault
service providers, survivors, advocates and law enforcement personnel. He also works with TAASA's
public policy committee, analyzing proposed and pending legislation on the state and federal
levels. Chris holds a JD from the University of Cincinnati College of Law. Before joining TAASA in
2009, he provided trial representation and safety planning assistance to survivors of domestic
violence at the Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati Domestic Violence Clinic. In addition, he has
published work on Eighth Amendment jurisprudence regarding prisoner abuse.

Workshop: | Prioritizing Civil Legal Remedies for Sexual Assault Survivors

Only about 12% of sexual assault survivors in Texas report their assaults to police. Of those reports,
only about half result in an arrest. Although most sexual assault survivors never find justice in a
criminal court, the advocacy community still often focuses narrowly on the criminal justice system
as the sole legal avenue for survivors. This workshop will make a case for shifting our focus toward
remedies in civil law. Problems with housing, employment, invasions of privacy, immigration, and
personal safety are often more important to survivors than securing a criminal conviction, and true
victim-centeredness means responding to those needs.

Objectives: 9 Learn about many legal remedies available to survivors outside the criminal justice system;

9 Understand the importance of prioritizing civil legal remedies in our advocacy work; and

9 Identify practical ways to improve policies or practices to better prioritize civil legal
remedies.

Presenter: Pamela Clark

Pamela Clark, MBA/HA, BSN, RN, CA-CP SANE is the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Coordinator for
the Hill Country Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners. She has been a nurse for 32 years working in
pediatrics, emergency, home health and nursing administration. Ms. Clark has been a Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner for 10 years certified in adults, adolescents and pediatrics. She provides professional
training to law enforcement, advocates, medical personnel, attorneys, and the general public, as
well as working as an independent consultant for acute care facilities. Ms. Clark is a member of the
International Association of Forensic Nurses and Texas Association Against Sexual Assault.

Workshop: | What's So Great about Being SANE?

Identifies qualities necessary to maximize effectiveness as a SANE. Tools for self introspection,
concepts about appropriate selection of applicants and team members, as well as objectively
identifying improvement will be demonstrated and samples provided.




Presenter:

Sherry Hostetter

Sherry is TAASA's technical assistance coordinator. She provides technical assistance to rape crisis
centers through board trainings, aiding with program planning and expansion, program
development and implementation, helping improve advocacy programs and more. Sherry
administers the Sexual Assault Advocate Training Certification Program for the Texas Office of the
Attorney General and also oversees the Volunteer Management Certification program. Sherry
attained her Certified Volunteer Administrator credential in January 2009. She began her career
working with victims of sexual assault as education director and assistant director at the Brazos
County Rape Crisis Center in 1994. While there, Sherry designed and implemented the first
worldwide, online anonymous and confidential support service for sexual assault victim/survivors,
family members and friends. Sherry has been part of a technical working group for the National
Sexual Assault Online Hotline, operated by RAINN, America's largest anti-sexual assault
organization. Other areas of her expertise include personal safety and awareness, sexual violence,
sexual assault survivors, dating violence and drug-facilitated sexual assault.

Workshop:

Presenter:

How does Risk Management Apply to Your Volunteer Program?

This workshop is designed to make general suggestions about some risk management techniques
that can be useful to any volunteer program manager. It is designed to use techniques that can be
implemented easily. Information from this workshop will allow for the volunteer manager to take
responsibility the program and take positive action to make your program the best it can be.

Larry Alexander, Jr.

Larry Alexander, Jr. is currently a Training Specialist with the Texas Association Against Sexual
Assault. He has been a substance abuse counselor and trainer/facilitator for the last 10 years. He is
involved in various organizations at the community level. Tune in to his alter EGO, The Urban
Therapist on USTREAM where he addresses various Public Health and Social Justice issues.

Workshop:

Presenter:

Sexual Abuse, Drugs and the Unknown

This workshop will attempt to address why some sexual assault survivors use drugs and sexually act
out after this traumatic experience.

Rose Luna

Rose graduated from Texas A&M University with a Bachelor’s in Business Administration. Her
background in business combined with her knowledge and expertise in sexual assault issues allows
a unique perspective to projects. Rose manages TAASA's diversity initiatives including TAASA's
Diversity Task Force where professionals from across the state of Texas collaborate on a statewide
level and meet bi-monthly to facilitate access to reliable and culturally appropriate resources
regarding survivors of sexual assault from diverse communities. Rose co-created TAASA's Cultural
Awareness Certification (CAC) Program designed to promote learning and understanding in closing
the gap to disparity of services in underserved communities. It is the first of its kind in the nation
amongst sexual assault coalitions and has expanded to include international participants. She has
developed informational materials on cyber-crimes, human trafficking, agency marketing and
underserved communities. She co-authored a workplace policy to address the prevention of
domestic violence and sexual assault in the workplace and her writings are published in statewide




newsletters and listervs. Rose currently serves on the Board of Arte Sana - a nationally recognized
organization in addressing Latina/o sexual assault issues. In her current position at TAASA Rose
focuses on developing materials, research and conducts trainings across the state of Texas on a
variety of topics.

Workshop: | Crossroads: Law Enforcement and Advocates on the Scene

The convergence of advocates and law enforcement on behalf of sexual assault survivors often
occur with conflicting results. This workshop co-facilitated by Detective Keith Funderburk of the
Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office and Rose Luna of TAASA, will touch on the historical
perspectives of both law enforcement and the sexual assault movement/feminist theory
responsible for the framework from which each discipline operates. This workshop will include
Interactive dialogue to discern the misconceptions and discuss our respective boundaries, roles,
priorities and objectives. We will examine methods to understanding and offer tools to provide a
competent and effective victim centered approach to the pursuit of justice and healing.

Presenter: Lisa Luna

Lisa is a Licensed Baccalaureate Social Worker, a certified criminal justice specialist with the National
Association of Forensic Counselors and a TCLEOSE certified instructor. Lisa began her professional
career as a Quartermaster Officer in the U.S. Army. Since completing her enlistment, she has held
positions as a victim witness counselor for the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney in Hawaii,
outreach counselor for The House of Ruth in Alabama, psychiatric social worker in a prison, lead
caseworker for at-risk youth for Harmony Family Services and youth education coordinator for First
Step, Inc. in Wichita Falls, Texas. Since coming to TAASA in 1999, Lisa developed and coordinated
the nationally-recognized Students Taking Action for Respect (STAR) program for three years. Since
returning to her original position of training specialist, Lisa has provided hundreds of trainings on
victimization issues across Texas, as well as several other states. Lisa is a member of the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice, Safe Prison Advisory Counsel, a guest instructor for the Parole
Officer In-service Academy, a guest instructor for Texas Tech University, School of Forensic Studies
and has testified at several state and national hearings on the issue of prison rape.

Workshop: | Sexual Assault Myths

This workshop is designed to equip responders with the necessary knowledge for proper
interviewing, treatment and support of sexual assault survivors.

Presenter: Lisa Zapata-Maling

Lisa Zapata-Maling, is the SART Program Coordinator for the Crime Victim Services Division, Office
of the Attorney General, State of Texas. Her responsibilities include consultative services and
technical assistance for Texas communities interested in developing sexual assault response teams.
With over 20 years of experience as an Advocate in victim services she has coordinated victim
centered multidisciplinary services for survivors of suicide, homicide, sexual assault, domestic
violence and child abuse. She holds a licensed baccalaureate of social work with the Texas State
Board of Social Work Examiners and is a credentialed advance advocate through the National
Organization of Victim Assistance.

Workshop: | SANE plus Advocate: A win-win solution

Kathleen Gann RN, MSN, SANE-A, CA-SANE is the SANE Program Administrator for the Texas Office
of the Attorney General's Crime Victim Services Division. Her certification as a SANE began 17 years




Presenter:

ago through the TX OAG and the International Association of Forensic Nurses. As the Administrator
of the educational program available to registered nurses statewide to certify as SANEs, Kat is
dedicated to ensuring that the course is victim - centered while introducing the role of the SANE;
the interaction of the advocate and the SANE; and the importance of the advocate/SANE
collaboration as it relates to the care of the sexual assault patient.

Tomi Lee Grover

Tomi Lee 'T.L." Grover serves as an educator with TraffickStop, an anti-trafficking initiative to
educate, advocate and engage people on the issues of human trafficking. T.L. holds a Doctor of
Philosophy in Social Work and Ministry-Based Evangelism, and a Master of Arts in Christian
Education, from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. T.L. had a twelve year career as a
certified tele-communications operator, and was certified as a law enforcement officer, as well as a
law enforcement instructor and holds a Bachelor of Liberal Arts and Science in Criminal Justice from
the University of Florida.

Workshop:

Understanding the Sexual Trafficking of Children & Youth - Parts 1&2

The sexual exploitation of children is on the rise. This presentation will help the learners to
understand the law and definitions of human trafficking specifically sex trafficking as it pertains to
children. Learners will be able to identify key vulnerabilities that exist in this population and to
identify specific signs of possible exploitation. Several models of prevention and intervention will

Workshop:

Presenter:




